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young scholars of Lake Forest High School in
Felton, Delaware who will represent my home
state of Delaware in the We the People . . .
The Citizen and the Constitution program.
They are part of a group of 1200 students
from across the country who will come to
Washington, D.C. from May fourth to the sixth
to compete in the national finals of this pro-
gram. These young scholars worked diligently
and persistently to reach the national finals
and through this program will gain a deeper
knowledge and understanding of the funda-
mental principles and values of our constitu-
tional democracy.

The names of the honored students are:
Corinne Bartley, Codi Canasa, Jeffery Cham-
bers, Nicole Cosey, Heather Crouse, Lena
Ewing, Michael Field, Danielle Galyean, Davis
Gannon, Rebecca Grevis, Darron Johnson,
Katie Kindig, Andrea Lewis, Michelle Makdad,
Kathryn McClister, Jennifer Petrucci, Jason
Schulties, Warren Thomas Smith, Ann Marie
Strope, Leah West, Ashley Wilson and Holly
Wilson.

I would also like to extend my congratula-
tions to their teachers, Mrs. Amy Reed-Moore
and Ms. Betty Wyatt-Dix, who deserve much
of the credit for the success of the team.

The We the People . . . The Citizen and
the Constitution program is the most extensive
educational program in the country developed
specifically to educate young students about
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. The
three-day final competition they will participate
in consists of hearings modeled after those in
the United States Congress. The students
made oral presentations before a panel of
adult judges and testify as constitutional ex-
perts before a ‘‘congressional committee.’’ A
panel of adult judges represent various re-
gions of the country and a variety of appro-
priate professional fields served on the con-
gressional committees. These judges follow up
the testimonies with a series of questions de-
signed to test the students’ depth of under-
standing and their ability to apply constitutional
knowledge to given situations.

The We the People program is administered
by the Center for Civic Education, and has
provided curricular materials at upper elemen-
tary, middle and high school levels for more
than 26.5 million students nationwide. This
program has promoted civic competence and
responsibility among young students as well
as awareness for contemporary relevance of
the Constitution and Bill of Rights.

The team from Lake Forest High School
conducted much research in preparation for
the national competition here in Washington,
D.C. I congratulate them for their fine work
that enabled them to come so far in this com-
petition and to visit our nation’s capital.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, to have a true
community we must have a safe community.
During the 1990s the rate of crime has been
dropping to rates we haven’t seen since the

1960s. For this we can thank the police offi-
cers of our communities who work hard and
dangerous jobs so our lives will not be dan-
gerous.

One such police officer is Larry Brown of
the White Plains Police Department. He grad-
uated from White Plains High School, where
he excelled at track and field. He attended
Bradley University and then worked at what is
now Westchester Medical Center. After a short
stint as a Corrections Officer he joined the po-
lice department twenty years ago.

Since then he has enjoyed a varied career
in law enforcement working in the Detective
Division, Records Division, and Warrants Divi-
sion. He has done background checks and
has assisted in recruitment for the Depart-
ment. He currently works in the Patrol Divi-
sion. He has also attended a number of train-
ing courses to better enable him to perform as
a police officer. He has also received a num-
ber of citations and acknowledgments for his
work.

For the past four years he has served as
President of the Westchester/Rockland Guard-
ians and represents that worthy organization
at national conferences.

He is a member of the Union Baptist Church
and the proud father of Komaphi, Shaahid, a
sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps, Allana,
and Christina.

For his good work and leadership in the law
enforcement community, we all owe him our
thanks and I am proud to be able to honor him
in this small way.
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the life and work of a remarkable man, Father
Peter Sammon, who died peacefully on March
21, 2002 in San Francisco surrounded by
loved ones. Father Sammon was an inspira-
tion and a friend to so many people, and we
are all forever grateful for his work. We will
miss him terribly. The following are my re-
marks from his funeral on March 25th at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in San Francisco:

It is with great personal sadness and official
recognition of their loss that I extend my deep-
est sympathy to Tom Sammon and his entire
family. All who loved Peter thank you for shar-
ing him with us and for giving him so much
happiness.

To Sister Kathleen and Sister Lucia I extend
condolences and appreciation to you for help-
ing Father Sammon reach his fulfillment on
earth and giving him the joy of a happy death.
We can all hear him say: ‘‘Here I am Lord.’’

It should be a source of comfort to you at
this very, very sad time that so many people
mourn your loss and are praying for you. So
many people were blessed by knowing Father
Sammon. I want to express my appreciation
for being allowed to bear witness to the life of
Peter Sammon.

Throughout his life Father Sammon carried
on the legacy established by his namesake

the Apostle Peter whose mission was be-
stowed upon him by Christ himself when he
said ‘‘Thou art Peter and upon this rock I will
build my church.’’ Peter Sammon was our rock
and in his 50 years as a priest he continued
to build Christ’s Church. In doing so he
touched so many lives. Whether as the Arch-
diocesan Director of Family Life counseling
young couples, as the Chaplain of Newman
Center at San Francisco State, or by forming
the parish ministry with Presentation Sisters
Kathleen and Lucia, he built the Church to do
the Lord’s work.

This was pioneering work, a priest working
with the sisters to form a parish ministry and
training leadership among the laity; this was
groundbreaking. Peter Sammon was a pioneer
who broke new ground but never left the
ground broken.

He made the church the center of move-
ments. Early on, he and Saint Teresa’s Parish
took up the cause of the Farm Workers and
then the Salvadoran refugees. Four years and
one day before his death, his friend and com-
rade in arms Jimmy Herman passed away.
They were partners in many pursuits. We will
all long remember their work together to turn
back the ships carrying Salvadoran coffee,
their refusal to unload the coffee. Fred Ross
just reminded me this morning as we were
crying of the sight of Father Sammon and
Jimmy Herman on the docks refusing to un-
load the coffee from El Salvador.

We take pride, but we must remember,
those actions took courage.

Father Sammon was our leader; he not only
preached justice, he lived it. Injustice had an
impact on Father Sammon that was palpable
and he acted upon it. Whether in his leader-
ship in the Sanctuary movement or working for
immigrant rights or working for a living wage,
Father Sammon always lived justice.

Father Sammon considered himself lucky to
be the son of Irish immigrants. It was through
his understanding of the courage and deter-
mination of his parents, who came to America
as teenagers, met here and raised their won-
derful family, that he understood the magnifi-
cent contribution that Immigrants make to our
country.

Where some saw people in need, Father
Sammon saw newcomers who constantly in-
vigorate America with their courage, their
hopes and their dreams. He saw their commit-
ment to family values, to work and community.
And he saw a spark of divinity worthy of re-
spect in every one of them.

Peter brought to his struggles the vision, the
knowledge, a plan of action and the ability to
attract supporters to his causes. He was a
true leader and a great politician. All who were
blessed to know him learned from him—not
only what to do but how to do it. I certainly did
and I know I speak for others who were so
blessed. Father Sammon challenged the con-
science of our society. We look at his work
with pride but must remember that it took tre-
mendous courage.

The Bible tells us that to minister to the
needs of God’s creation is an act of worship,
to ignore those needs is to dishonor the God
who made us all. By that measure Father
Sammon’s entire life is an act of worship.

In his life Father Sammon worked on the
side of the angels. Now he is with them.
Thanks be to God.
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